Smoot / US History 7                                              
Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure.   We are met on a great battlefield of that war.  We have come to dedicate a portion of that

field as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live.  It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate – we can not consecrate – we can not hallow – this ground.  The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or detract.   The world will little note, nor long remember, what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here.  It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced.  It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us – that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion – that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain – that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom – and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.

Lincoln, Abraham.  "The Gettysburg Address."  From The Face of Lincoln. James Mellon, ed.  New York:  Bonanza, 1979.  

p. 136.
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Directions:   Answer the questions on this page in any order, travelling from station to station in the room.  This page is a work page, NOT a quiz to be graded.  After you have answered the questions on the front,  write a thoughtful essay to answer questions on page two.

Lincoln’s Choices of Words

When Abe said  “four score and seven years ago” in 1863, what year and what event was he talking about?

What double (or triple?) meanings do these words have or suggest?
Father                                    conceive                                     dedicate                                         

What do “test” and “proposition” have to do with each other?

When you say, “I’m so confused,”  so means something like very.   If you hold your hand out about three feet from the ground and say, “My little brother is so high,”  what does so mean?

When Abe says we are testing whether “any nation so conceived and so dedicated,” what does “so” mean?

What does the Latin root “natum” (used in nation, native, nativity, natural, neo-natal ward, pre-natal care…)  mean?

Abe’s Audience 

What was the situation of this speech?  (where,  when,   why)

In the days when seven miles was a day-trip,  why would people come to Gettysburg PA for this event from all over the Union?        

What would their mood(s) be?     

What were people nationwide thinking about Lincoln at the time of this speech?                       

Would the people at the Gettysburg cemetery have any different feelings for Abe?

Lincoln knew that reporters would be there (you’ve seen the photos!).    Do you think he was addressing the national audience MORE than the immediate audience?   (“immediate” =  NOT with MEDIA between the speaker and the hearer: right there)

Lincoln wrote to the organizers of this event to ask for a diagram of the location, to know where he and the audience would be standing.    Perhaps he wanted to know what the “set” or “backdrop” would be for his speech.   What did Lincoln’s audience on the day of the speech see around them while he spoke?

What would the audience expect him to say?   

What Lincoln Left Out

Instead of “fathers,”  Lincoln could have mentioned the names of leaders that everyone knew and respected:  Washington, Jefferson,  Adams, Franklin, Madison.    Why didn’t he mention any of them?

Instead of  repeating the phrases “this nation”  and “that nation” several times, he could have used “America” or “the United States.”  That would be more specific, less awkward  (“that that nation might have a new birth of freedom")
